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Per Capita Consumption of Selected Beverages by Type 1980 to 2004 

(In gallons) 

Item 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 

                    

Nonalcoholic 104.9 114.6 128.2 130.6 135.4 134.5 134.2 135.8 137.5 

  Milk (plain and flavored) 27.1 26.1 25.3 23.6 22.2 21.8 21.7 21.3 21.0 

    Whole  17.0 14.3 10.5 8.6 8.1 7.8 7.7 7.6 7.3 

    Reduced fat, light, and skim 10.1 11.8 14.8 15.0 14.2 14.0 13.9 13.7 13.7 

  Tea 7.3 7.1 6.9 7.9 7.8 8.2 7.8 7.5 7.3 

  Coffee 26.7 27.4 26.8 20.2 26.3 24.2 23.6 24.2 24.6 

  Bottled water 2.7 5.1 8.8 11.6 16.7 18.2 20.1 21.6 23.2 

  Carbonated soft drinks 33.6 41.2 47.1 50.6 53.2 52.9 52.8 52.5 52.3 

    Diet (NA) 10.4 14.0 13.8 13.8 13.9 14.4 15.0 15.8 

    Regular (NA) 30.8 33.1 36.8 39.4 39.0 38.4 37.5 36.5 

  Fruit juices 7.6 7.6 6.6 8.1 8.9 9.0 7.9 8.5 8.9 

  Fruit drinks, cocktails, and ades (NA) (NA) 6.3 7.7 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 

  Canned iced tea (NA) (NA) 0.1 0.7 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 

  Vegetable juices (NA) (NA) 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 

Alcoholic 28.3 28.0 27.5 24.7 24.9 25.0 25.2 25.1 25.2 

  Beer 24.3 23.8 23.9 21.8 21.7 21.8 21.8 21.6 21.6 

  Wine  2.1 2.4 2.0 1.7 2.0 2.0 2.1 2.2 2.3 

  Distilled spirits 2.0 1.8 1.5 1.2 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.4 



The Statistical Abstract of the United States is the standard summary of statistics on the 
social, political, and economic organization of the United States. This volume includes a 
selection of data from many statistical sources, both government and private. Publications 
cited as sources usually contain additional statistical detail and more comprehensive 
discussions of definitions and concepts. Data not available in publications issued by the 
contributing agency but obtained from the Internet or unpublished records are identified 
in the source notes. More information on the subjects covered in the tables so noted may 
generally be obtained from the source. Although emphasis in the Statistical Abstract is 
primarily given to national data, many tables present data for regions and individual 
states and a smaller number for metropolitan areas and cities.  

Example: 

A Cornucopia: How Sweet It Is 

• U.S. growers harvested 11 billion bushels of corn on 75.1 million acres of 
farmland in 2005. About 1.9 billion bushels were exported and 1.6 billion bushels 
were used for ethanol.  

• Per capita consumption of corn sweeteners, including high-fructose syrup, totaled 
78.1 pounds in the United States in 2004, up from 35.3 pounds in 1980 but on a 
downward trend from 81.8 pounds consumed in 2000.  

 


