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INFLUENZA

What is influenza? 
Influenza or "flu" is a respiratory disease caused by a virus. There are two 
main types of influenza virus - A and B.  Type A is usually more frequent and 
more severe than type B. 

How is influenza spread? 
Influenza is spread from person to person when droplets of moisture from 
a person with influenza are spread through the air when that person 
coughs, sneezes or talks. These droplets carry the viruses, which can then 
cause infection in people. 

What are the symptoms of influenza? 
Influenza symptoms include fever, chills, headache, dry cough, and 
soreness and aching in the back, arms, and legs. 

How soon do symptoms appear? 
Symptoms appear one to three days after infection.

How is influenza treated? 
Medications are available for the treatment and prevention of influenza. 
These drugs may reduce the severity of influenza A if therapy is started 
early in the course of the illness.  Bed rest, drinking more than the usual 
amount of liquids, and taking pain relievers to help reduce the discomfort 
of illness are recommended. Children with influenza should not be treated 
with aspirin. 

How serious is influenza? 
Influenza illness ranges from very mild to severe, depending on such 
factors as the influenza strain involved, and the persons general physical 
condition. Most people recover within a week, however, influenza can last 
longer and cause life-threatening problems. 

How is influenza prevented? 
There is a vaccine to protect against influenza. Because the influenza 
virus changes from year to year, it is important to be vaccinated against 
influenza each year.  Flu shots are only protective for about a year. 


