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ENCEPHALITIS

What is Encephalitis? 
Encephalitis is an irritation and swelling of the brain, usually caused by 

infections. 

What causes Encephalitis? 
Encephalitis is most often caused by a viral infection, and many types of 
viruses may cause it including Arboviruses, Coxsackievirus, Poliovirus, 
Echovirus, Herpes Simplex infection, Varicella (Chickenpox or Shingles), 
Measles, Mumps, Rubella, Adenovirus, Rabies, Eastern Equine Encephalitis 
virus, and West Nile virus. 

How is Encephalitis spread?
Infection occurs through insect bites, eating or drinking infected food or 
drinks, inhaling respiratory droplets from an infected person, or through skin 
contact.  

How common is Encephalitis?
Encephalitis is uncommon. The elderly, infants, and people with weak immune 
systems are more likely to be infected and have a more severe course of the 
disease. 

What are the symptoms of Encephalitis?
Symptoms include fever, headache, vomiting, light-sensitivity, stiff neck and 
back (occasionally), confusion, disorientation, and drowsiness. 

What is the treatment for Encephalitis? 
The goals of treatment are to provide supportive care and relieve symptoms. 
Medications can be given to reduce fever and headaches, but most of the time 
no specific medications are available. Rest, nutrition, and fluids help the body 
to fight the infection.

Are there complications associated with Encephalitis?  
Some cases are mild and short, and followed by full recovery. Other cases are 
severe, and can cause brain damage or death. 

How can Encephalitis be prevented?
The best way to prevent Encephalitis is to avoid getting infected with the 
viruses or other germs that cause it. Regular hand washing and staying as 
healthy as possible can help protect against infection. In areas were viruses 
are transmitted by insect bites, wear long sleeves, use insect repellent, and 
avoid outdoor activities at dawn or dusk to prevent infection.

http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/ency/article/003205.htm
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/ency/article/003041.htm
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/ency/article/007186.htm
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/ency/article/001334.htm
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/ency/article/001574.htm
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/ency/article/001557.htm
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/ency/article/001569.htm
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/ency/article/000858.htm
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/ency/article/001592.htm
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/ency/article/001324.htm

