
Missoula City-County Health Department Disease Fact Sheets

GASTROENTERITIS EPIDEMIC, FOOD-BORNE ILLNESS

What is Gastroenteritis?
Gastroenteritis is inflammation of the stomach and small and large 
intestines. It is often called the "stomach flu", although it is not caused by 
the influenza viruses.

 
What causes Gastroenteritis?

Many different viruses can cause Gastroenteritis, including Rotaviruses, 
Noroviruses, Adenoviruses, Sapoviruses, and Astroviruses. Viral 
Gastroenteritis is not caused by bacteria, parasites, or medications.

How is Gastroenteritis spread?
People can become infected by eating or drinking infected food or drinks, 
or by touching infected surfaces and then touching their mouth. It is also 
spread through close contact with infected persons by sharing food, 
water, or eating utensils.

What are the symptoms Gastroenteritis?
The main symptoms of Viral Gastroenteritis are watery diarrhea and 
vomiting. Headache, fever, and stomach ache also may appear.

How soon do symptoms appear?
In general, the symptoms begin 1 to 2 days following infection, and may last 
for 1 to 10 days depending on which virus causes the illness.

How is Gastroenteritis treated?
There is no cure and almost all people who get Viral Gastroenteritis get 
better without any long-term problems. The most important thing to do for 
people with the illness is to stay hydrated and drink lots of fluids. 
Medications are usually not given. People who work with food, children in 
daycare and health care workers must get the approval of the local or 
state health department before returning to their jobs.

How is Gastroenteritis prevented?
People can reduce their chance of getting infected by frequent hand-
washing, proper cleaning of infected surfaces, washing of infected 
clothing, and avoiding eating food or drinking water that could be 
infected.
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