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PLAGUE

What is plague? 
Plague is a disease caused by infection with a type of bacteria found in 
rodents and is spread to humans by fleas. 

Who gets plague? 
People working or visiting areas with infected rodents are at greater risk 

of getting the disease. 

How is plague spread? 
Plague is mostly spread by infected fleas. Other ways to get plague include 
handling tissues from infected animals (especially rabbits or rodents) and 
breathing droplets from humans or household pets with plague pneumonia.

What are the symptoms of plague? 
The symptoms are a swollen, inflamed and tender lymph gland on the body 
near where the infected flea bit the person, followed by a fever. The 
disease can turn into a blood infection that may cause pneumonia. People 
with pneumonic plague may spread the disease to other people when 
coughing. 

How soon do symptoms occur? 
Symptoms usually begin within one to six days after infection with the 

plague bacteria.

What is the treatment for plague? 
Certain medications are given to treat the disease. 

How can plague be prevented? 
Hunters and campers should be careful to avoid fleas from wild animals. 
Pets should be defleaed. Wild rodents such as prairie dogs should not be 
used as pets.


