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TUBERCULOSIS

What is tuberculosis? 
Tuberculosis (TB) is a bacterial disease usually affecting the lungs. Other parts of the 
body can also be affected, for example lymph nodes, kidneys, bones, joints, etc.  

Who gets tuberculosis? 
Tuberculosis can affect anyone of any age. People with weakened immune systems are at 

increased risk.

How is tuberculosis spread? 
Tuberculosis is spread through the air when a person with untreated TB coughs or 
sneezes.  Spending a long period of time with a person with untreated TB usually is 
necessary for infection to occur.

What is the difference between latent tuberculosis infection and tuberculosis disease? 
Latent tuberculosis infection (LTBI) means the person has the TB germ in their body 
(usually lungs), but does not show symptoms. Active tuberculosis disease means that the 
person has symptoms, a reaction to a skin test and/or organisms found in the discharges of 
coughing or in another part of the body. Tuberculosis may last for a lifetime as an 
infection, never developing into disease.

What are the symptoms of tuberculosis? 
The symptoms of TB include a fever, night sweats, tiredness, weight loss and a constant 
cough. Some people may not have obvious symptoms.

How soon do symptoms appear? 
Most people infected with the germ that causes TB never develop active TB. If active TB 
does develop, it can occur two to three months after infection or years later. 

When and for how long is a person able to spread tuberculosis? 
A person with latent TB infection, but not disease, cannot spread the infection to others, 
since there are no TB germs in the sputum. A person with TB disease may remain contagious 
until he/she has been on appropriate treatment for several weeks.

What is the treatment for tuberculosis? 
People with latent TB infection should get preventive therapy, which usually includes 
taking medication for several months. People with active TB disease must complete 
treatment for six months or more. Several types of medications are given and a physician 
will decide the exact medication plan. 

What can be the effect of not being treated for tuberculosis? 
In addition to spreading the disease to others, an untreated person may become severely 

ill or die.

What can be done to prevent the spread of tuberculosis? 
The most important way to stop the spread of tuberculosis is for TB patients to cover the 
mouth and nose when coughing, and to take all the TB medicine exactly as prescribed by 
the physician.


